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Blindness in High Places 


; Wy now. ii would hoom that al- 
! most f.orythins: that could be said 
.-'vi!t ; •ominuiiiat Cuba has been .said. 
Hu!. it bnxn t. I'licro oiill confinui's to 
t'■’ H utroiiui ol distur'iinp inforn'otuin 
ii:du al ins lillcr failure as ibi' ;u-.-,bk’ni 
iicvi.lopLsi. lu I ;■ fniiutc in reactin;^ to 
it when the problem became clear even 
'■> those who preferred to pretend it 
a.iidn’t exi.st, and continued utter fail- 
in ■' ;n jire.sent approaches. 

I'’reviou.sIy secret testimony by See- 
,re1ar\- of Defense Rotinrt S. MeN'a- 
niara before ihe House Apiirojniations 
..Hubeommitice .showed that after re- 
ce.ivin;' inform.ation about Soviet mi.s- 
p*:e local ions in Cuba la.st fall, our 
H;' plane., .were sent to photoRraph 
the wron,.: pans of the Cuban island 
and !-ome kev locations vrere i<>:norcd. 
.' Mr. MeXnmar.i tried to alibi with 
file "had wcaihcr” story that had bf^on 
.used to eamouHage the failure to j^ct 
specific intelligence earlier last Octo- 
ibe.- In re.spon!5e, Rep. William K. Min- 
fiiiaii. R-Oliio. piroduced weather re- 
ports for iho questioned period show- 
.'in;: clear skie.s. 

The lesfintony also showed an un- 
’Wirung-ness on the part of some high 
.offi'dabs to fae facts. 

[ *'f dO IK.f bC- 

diave it . Otba i is ooiny uerd as .a 
h,'i-p for file expof'., .if (.Virr,ir.u.;u-oi .'u 


any substantial liegree todav." ') 
^A^istanl Swrelary of 

Castro 

hni3"ft^^<uT(urmto Xrfu'ma some ' 
3.000 to 1,500 Retta trained in guerrilla 
aeiiviiv and .suuversion. with aub.se- . 
quent evcnt.s indicating their activities ' 
are under way. 

Central Intelligenee Agenev I.)iree- ' 

Iro IS .spurring and supporting the' 
effort.s of Communists and olher revo- 
lutionar.v eiemenla to overthrow and',' 
seize control of the governments of ' 
Latin America." ] 

re.spon-; 

Bible officials show clearly that some-, 

eien Trie laymen to determine who. 

It i.s bad enough that our leaders ' 
failed to recognize the Cuban problem i. 
until too late, then failed to carry l 
through effective remediai action, ft • 
is even more di.slurbing, however, that' 
they still refusie to net rcsohifely. 

Our failure regarding Communi.st , 
Cuba seems tfi stem from a determina- , 
(ion on the part of Rome high in the: 
Kennedy administration simply to pre- 
tend the problem does not cxi.st until ‘ 
it bur.sls upon their consciousness b.\' 
sheer force. It has done if before, and ■ 
continuing tiuit, kind of vaeiium policy , 
'-'■ill nssiu.-' : ;; rin sr> again. 
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